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Art Unit: 3651 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claim 1 (see 118) is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Taruki JP 09292742. 

Taruki discloses a similar document transport apparatus comprising: 

• A sheet feeding tray (5) and a sheet discharging tray (23) 

• Sheet feeding means (7) being disposed at one side of the document transport 
apparatus 

• Transport means (16) disposed adjacent to the sheet feeding means 

• Sheet discharging means (38) disposed adjacent to the transport means at a 
side opposite to the sheet feeding means and located at the other side of the 
document transport apparatus (fig.1) 

• A switch back path (20,21) disposed adjacent to the sheet discharging means 
and located between the transport means and the sheet discharging tray 

• A sheet discharging path (22) disposed adjacent to the sheet discharging means 
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3. Claims 8 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Dinatale USP 4,884,794. 

Dinatale discloses a similar document transport method comprising: 

• drawing a document from a sheet feeding tray (26) in a condition such that one 
edge of the document becomes a leading edge (C15/L15-16) 

• transporting the document directly to a predetermined position on a platen (12) in 
a condition such that said one edge of the document is said leading edge 
(C15/L15-17) 

• guiding the document after one side thereof is read to a switch back path (40), 
said switch back path turning the document upside down, and reversing a 
leading end and a trailing end of the document (C15/L23-25; C13/L39-49) 

• transporting the document from the switch back path toward a sheet discharging 
tray (C1Q/L58-68, C11/L1-5) 

• changing a transporting direction of the document before the document is 
completely discharged to the sheet discharging tray (path 40b) (C13/L39-49) 

• guiding the document that the transporting direction is changed to a U turn path 
(guided towards 36) to transport the document to the predetermined position on 
the platen again (C15/L28-40) 

• transporting the document to the U turn path (36) after the other side of the 
document is read (C10/L47-51) 

• discharging the document to the sheet discharging tray (38) 

Regarding claim 14, Dinatale further discloses the method wherein said switch 
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back path includes a gap (path 40a) so that the document sent into the gap in one 
direction is sent out in a direction opposite to said one direction (path 40b) (the two 
paths guide the sheet in opposite directions) (C10/L58-66). 

4. Claims 9 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
RubschaUSP 5,511,771. 

Rubscha discloses a similar document transport method comprising: 

• drawing a document (18) from a sheet feeding tray (20) in a condition such that 
one edge of the document becomes a leading edge (C4/L13-14) 

• transporting the document directly to a predetermined position on a platen (12) in 
a condition such that said one edge of the document is said leading edge 
(C4/L15-17) (path 25) 

• guiding the document after one side thereof is read to a U turn path (path 25, 
between the imaging station and discharging tray is generally U-shaped) to 
thereby transport the document toward a sheet discharging tray (22) (C5/L29-37) 

• changing a document transfer direction before the document is completely 
discharged to the sheet discharging tray (C5/L29-40) 

• guiding the document after one side thereof is read to a switch back path (27) 
said switch back path, said switch back path turning the document upside down, 
and reversing a leading end and a trailing end of the document (C5/L29-45) 

• transporting the document from the switch back path to a predetermined position 
on the platen (path 26) 
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• transporting the document to the U turn path after the other side of the document 
is read (path 26) 

• discharging the document to the sheet discharging tray (C4/L20-28) 
Regarding claim 15, Rubscha further discloses the method wherein said switch 

back path includes a gap (27) so that the document sent into the gap in one direction is 
sent out in a direction opposite to said one direction (by following path 26, the direction 
back to the discharging tray is opposite to the direction of the sheet when fed through 
gap 27) (C5/L36-46). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 2,3,4,5,7,10,11,12, and 13 (see P) are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Taruki JP 09292742. 

Regarding claims 2,4, and 11, Taruki discloses all the limitations of the claim 
(see 1J2) but is silent about the apparatus further comprising control means electrically 
connected to the transport means and the sheet discharging means and wherein the 
control means controls the transport means and the sheet discharging means. 

However, because it is described as an automatic document feeder (title), it is 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention that the automatic 
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document feeder comprises control means electrically connected to transport means 
and sheet discharging means and wherein the control means controls the transport 
means and the sheet discharging means. 

Regarding claim 3, Taruki discloses the apparatus wherein the discharging tray is 
located below the sheet feeding tray and above the platen (fig. 1 ). 

Regarding claim 5, Taruki discloses the apparatus further comprising a guide 
member (34) disposed at a discharge side of the platen. 

Regarding claim 7, Taruki further discloses the apparatus wherein the sheet 
discharging means include a pair of sheet discharging rollers (38) and the discharge 
path is located between the platen (3) and the pair of sheet discharging rollers and 
branched from the switch back path (fig.1). 

Regarding claim 10, Taruki discloses a similar image reading apparatus 
comprising a document transport apparatus (1), a platen (3), and reading means (2) 
(fig-1). 

Regarding claim 12, Taruki further discloses the apparatus wherein said switch 
back path includes a first portion (20) extending to a portion adjacent to the transport 
means, a second portion (21) extending toward the sheet discharge path, and a gap 
(24) disposed between the first and second portions (fig.1). 

Regarding claim 13, Taruki further discloses the apparatus wherein said sheet 
discharging path includes a U turn path connecting the first and second portions without 
passing the gap (abstract) (fig.1). 
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7. Claim 6 (see fl8) is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Taruki JP 09292742 in view of Yano USP 6,467,767. 

Taruki discloses all the limitations of the claim (see 1J6) but does not disclose 
the apparatus wherein the switching means includes a torque limiter disposed on a 
.driving shaft of a transporting roller. 

Yano teaches a torque limiter disposed on a driving shaft of a transporting roller 
for the purpose of transmitting a driving force of predetermined torque to the roller 
(C14/L4-8). 

At the time of invention it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art to have used a torque limiter disposed on a driving shaft of a transporting roller, 
as taught by Yano, in the device of Taruki, for the purpose of transmitting a driving 
force of predetermined torque to the roller. 

Examiner's Note 

8. The applicant appears to be attempting to use means plus function in claims 1-7 
and 10-13. Does the applicant intend to invoke 35 USC 112 6 th paragraph? The 
examiner has construed this claim as to not invoking 35 USC 1 12 6 th paragraph. See 
MPEP 2114 and 2181. 
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Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-15 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Due to the amendments to the specification, the objections to the drawings and 
specification are hereby withdrawn. 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

1 1 . THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any. 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Leslie A. Nicholson III whose telephone number is 571- 
272-5487. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30 AM - 5 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gene Crawford can be reached on 571-272-6911. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



LN. 

12/6/2005 



SUPEI 




EXAMINER 



